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Neurodiversity in the chemical sciences

The following images are from our Neurodiversity in the chemical sciences web page. You can use this document to view and print the larger images but they are not to be
reproduced out of context.

These images have intellectual property rights and are copyrighted. If you wish to reuse them please contact our Inclusion and Diversity Team.

Our Member Survey 2024 and Neurodivergence

Common strengths of neurodivergent individuals in the context of chemistry

Hyperfocus
Creativity and innovative thinking

Common challenges for neurodivergent individuals in the context of chemistry

Challenges experienced by neurodivergent individuals in their place of work or study

Wellbeing and accessing support - the challenge of asking for help

The sensory environment

The seven principles of universal design for inclusive environments
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Our Member Survey 2024 and Neurodivergence

Of our members who self-identified as disabled, 26% said they were
neurodivergent (RSC Member Survey, 2024)

Neurodivergent

B Other disability

*26% of self-identifying disabled members responded with
'autism' and/or 'neurodivergent/specific learning difficulty.
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Common strengths of neurodivergent individuals in the context of chemistry

Hyperfocus
Creativity
Innovative thinking
Detail processing
Authenticity

Visual reasoning
Long-term memory
Entrepreneurialism
Verbal comprehension
Cognitive control
Visuo-spatial skills
Numeracy

Short term memory

Strengths reported by neurodivergent individuals
(McDowall et al., 2023)
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Hyperfocus
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Creativity and innovative thinking
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Common challenges for neurodivergent individuals in the context of chemistry

Looking after yourself mentally
Concentration

Asking for help when you need it
Looking after yourself physically
Working memory

Managing boundaries at work
Understanding others’ intentions
Long-term memory

Organising tasks

Fine motor skills

Working with others

Finding your way around
Numeracy
Reading/writing/spelling

Working on your own

Challenges reported by neurodivergent individuals
(McDowall et al., 2023)
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Challenges experienced by neurodivergent individuals in their place of work or study

I know I have lots of
relevant skills, I just can’t
think of them immediately
and need more time to
think about my answer!

What skills can
you bring to
this role?
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Wellbeing and accessing support - the challenge of asking for help

ITunderstand, I've taken training
and educated myself about You don't need special
neurodiversity. Let's organise a treatment, that's just an
meeting to discuss what excuse for being lazy.
adjustments might be useful.

I'm neurodivergent, Iwonder how they

I'have ADHD and !
dyslexia. Please could I will they respond...

access support at work?
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The sensory environment

Sensory
differences

Touch
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The seven principles of universal design for inclusive environments

Equitable
Size and space Flexibility
for approach inuse
and use

Universal
design
principles Simple
Low %hysmal and intuitive
eftort touse

Tolerance Perceptible
of error information
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